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Winter Food Support Fund 2025
FUNDING REQUEST FORM 
Essex County Council are committed to supporting communities most in need and that have been adversely impacted by the increase of the cost of living. We are pleased to launch the Winter Food Support Fund so that foodbanks, food pantries, community organisations, voluntary groups and schools can provide support to those most in need. 

This funding is for the provision of food for families with children and for individuals from across the Essex County Council local authority areas who are most in need. Applicants should have processes in place to ensure that this funding is used to support those who are struggling with the cost-of-living increases. 
Applications will be accepted for up to £3000 for food provision. Following feedback from previous application rounds, we do understand that there may be some exceptional circumstances where you may need to ask for more than £3000, however we do expect this to be the exception. There will be the opportunity for you to share any exceptional circumstances below and this will be assessed on an individual basis. We reserve the right to increase the amount awarded, which would normally be up to £5000. Please note that we are aware that there is an increase in demand for food support, and this is why we have allocated the original funding, an increase in demand on your services, does not meet the exceptional circumstances criteria. 
Please ensure that the amount you request in your application reflects the local need and the number of families and individuals that you plan to support between November 2025 and March 2026. This funding is not for food vouchers. 
You will need to tell us how many families and individuals you expect to be able to provide support with this funding and over what period. This funding will run from Monday 17th November 2025 and will close as soon as all of the funding is allocated. All grants awarded must be spent by 31st March 2026. We understand that you may need to provide support to a family / individual on more than one occasion during this period but please make this clear in your application.  
Please note that we will be in touch at the end of the funding period for monitoring around the number of families and individuals you have been able to support with this funding. You will need to monitor how many individual payments are made to each family as well as the number of families helped with children, without children, with Pensioners or with disabilities. If you have any feedback or case studies of how this funding has supported local people then please do share this with us. 

We are keen that everyone who needs it, has access to support during this period and so we will be sharing details of organisations who receive funding through this grant, so that families and individuals are aware of where they can go for support. Please make sure you include contact details that can be shared publicly below. 

Please complete the application below and return, alongside proof of Bank account details (eg: bank statement or paying in slip) to the Funding administrator at Funding@ealc.gov.uk 
	
	ORGANISATION DETAILS
	

	1
	Local Authority 
Your District / Borough / City Council
	

	2
	Name & Address

of your organisation 
Please give postcode
	

	3
	Contact Details

This person must be able to answer any questions about the funding request
	

	4
	Please confirm if you are:
	Registered foodbank

Food pantry

Voluntary

Community Organisation (Charity/CIC)

 School

    Other (please share further details below)




	  5 
	Please briefly tell us a bit about your organisation, why you were set up, your primary target group and the service you deliver
	

	6
	Do you work in partnership / make referrals to your local community supermarket?
	Yes

No



	7
	If you have answered yes to question 7, please give more detail about how you work with your community supermarket?


	

	8
	Would you like more information about your local community supermarket?


	

	9
	We are keen to find out how you work in partnership with other key local partners in order to support families and individuals. 

Please tell us who you work with and how you work with them?


	

	
	FOOD SUPPORT FUND
	

	6
	Amount of funding requested for food support (up to £3000 unless you feel there are exceptional circumstances)
	£

	7
	If you feel there are exceptional circumstances for you to apply for more then £3000 please provide details
	

	7
	Please tell us how you intend to spend the requested funding 
eg: Support 30 families

      £15 per food package

      4 weeks support

     30 families x £15 = £450 x 4 weeks =
     £1800 


	

	8
	How many households in total do you expect to support with this food support?
	

	9
	Of the total households you expect to support with food, please share how many will be;

Households with Children  
Households with Pensioners


Households with disabled


Households with adults (and do not fit into any of the above)

The total of these boxes must equal the total in Box 9.

NB- Households can only be classified as one type of household. If a household has children and pensioners , it should go in the pensioner category, if it consists of children and disabled family members then it should go in the disabled category.


	

	
	TARGET AUDIENCE
	

	17
	How will you ensure that you reach families and individuals who most need this support?
(Will you have an application process; will you take referrals etc…?)


	

	18
	Please tell us what locations / Council wards you will use this funding within?

	

	
	CONTACT AND PAYMENT DETAILS
	

	19
	Please confirm what contact details you would like us to use when sharing details of how local communities can get support including email, phone, website and social media link if applicable

	

	20
	Bank Details for payment:
Please make sure you provide proof of bank details alongside this application (eg: bank statement or paying in slip)


	Name of Organisation appearing on the Bank Account:


Sort Code:                                    Account No:


	Declaration

I am authorised to make this application on behalf of the applicant organisation and confirm that I have read, understood and accept the Food Support Fund guidelines and criteria. I confirm that the funding will be used to provide food to families and individuals most in need and that the information provided in this application is accurate. 

Signed:                                                                                Date: 
Name (please print):                                                        Position:  
Telephone:  
Email: 


Completed forms should be returned by email to the Funding Administrator:



Email:


Funding@ealc.gov.uk 


Telephone:

01371 879 722
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Your Personal Information
The EALC is committed to protecting your privacy and will treat your personal data in accordance with the provisions of the Data Protection Act 1998. Information submitted by you will be used to enable the council to provide the services or information you have requested. Your information will not be used for other purposes or supplied to third parties except in accordance with the law.  Under the Data Protection Act 1998, you can make a formal request for the following information:

· Clarification that your personal data are being processed by the Council 

· A description and copies of the personal data being held 

· The reasons why the data are being processed 

· Details of to whom they are being or may be disclosed
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